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slowly warm. This gradual warming trend in sea surface temperatures is forecasted to continue
with neutral conditions expected this summer. The impacts from this upon the local area will be
minimal with near normal temperatures and precipitation expected across much of the GACC area
through September.

Fuels and Drought Discussion

Despite the fact that last year’s severe drought conditions have been mitigated this past winter,
lack of significant rainfall over the last three months is now causing the drought to worsen once
again. This reversal trend will put more stress on the heavier fuels particularly in the Sierra
foothills where fuels are already very dry. For this reason, a portion of the Sierra foothills has
been put into the “above normal’ category for large fire potential. The latest one thousand
hour fuel moisture values show a noticeable spike in the values across the board due to the
recent convective event. However, these values should quickly return to there previous levels
before the rain which were near the record minimum for this time of the year. Live fuel moisture
values are dropping and most locations are reporting values above 100% but some of the readings
among the Chamise species within Los Angeles County have already fallen into the 80-90% range.

Snow pack in the Sierras is starting to fall below normal for this time of the year with much of the
higher terrain about 60% of normal. Despite this recent reduction in snow pack, this year’s levels
are much higher than the 25% of normal values that occurred a year ago. As temperatures
continue to warm during the next several months, fire activity will gradually increase, especially
in the lower elevations but overall, a normal fire season is anticipated for the Sierras this summer.

Desert locations received appreciable amounts of rainfall this past winter and subsequently the
current grass crop has been more continuous with greater fuel loading than last year. Since these
are the main driving factors for large fire occurrence in these areas, there is a good chance that
above normal large fire activity will occur through the early summer months from the Colorado
River westward into the Antelope Valley. Large fire potential should diminish over these desert
areas after August.
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